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• Community resource 

 

• Interface between the public and the Federal 
government 

 

• Educate the public on the benefits of healthcare reform 
-- Healthcare.gov 

-- CuidadodeSalud.gov (Spanish) 

 

 

 

Office of the Regional Director 



 

• Pre-existing condition discrimination 

 

• Premiums more than doubled over the last decade 

 

• Fifty million Americans were uninsured, tens of millions 
more were underinsured, and those who had coverage 
were often afraid of losing it 

The Problem 



In March 2010, President Obama signed into law the  

Affordable Care Act. 

 

 
 

The Health Care Law 
 
 



• Better access to care  

 

• Consumer protections are in force today 

 

• Stronger Medicare 

 

• Makes health care more affordable 

 

What the Law Means for You 
4 Things to Know: 



 
Better Access to Care  

  

 

• Implementation at the Federal, 
State, and Local Levels 

 

 

 



 
 Better Access to Care  

 

• ~50 million uninsured 

 

• ~ 32 million more insured people by 
2014 (92% of non-elderly population) 

  

• ~29 of those 32 million covered via 
new exchanges.  
 

 



 

• January 1, 2014 

 

• Exemptions include: 

– Financial hardship; 

– Religious objections; 

– Native Americans 

– Without coverage for less than 3 months; 

– Incarcerated individuals; and 

– Cost exceeds 8% of individual’s income. 
 

 
 

Better Access to Care  
Individual Mandate 



 

 Better Access to Care  
More Changes Ahead 

  

 

• Increases Medicaid payment rates for 
primary care to 100% of Medicare rates 
in 2013 and 2014.   

 

• The federal government will pay 100% of 
the cost to states for covering newly-
eligible individuals for the first three 
years of expansion (optional).  

 
 



 

 Better Access to Care  
More Changes Ahead 

 
 

 

• In 2014 , the Affordable Care Act takes full 
effect: 

– Medicaid can expand to cover families 
with income up to 133 percent of the 
poverty level 

– Maximum annual income of: 

 $14,484 for 1 person  

$29,726 for a family of 4 

 
 



 

Young adults under the age of 26 can now stay on their parents’ 

health plans. 

  
 “I honestly don’t know what we would have done…. There was no way we 

could have afforded it. I might not be here right now.”  
   

 

    --Kylie L., 23, in Illinois, who credits the health care law 
                            for enabling a life-saving heart transplant 

 

Better Access to Care 



  

Providing new coverage options for young adults  

• Health plans are now required to allow parents to keep 
their children under age 26 without job-based coverage 
on their family’s coverage, and, thanks to this provision, 
3.1 million young people have gained coverage 
nationwide.  

 

• As of December 2011, 33,000 young adults in Nevada 
gained insurance coverage as a result of the new health 
care law.  

Two+ Years Later: The Benefits of the ACA for 
Nevada 

http://www.healthcare.gov/law/features/choices/young-adult-coverage/index.html
http://www.healthcare.gov/law/features/choices/young-adult-coverage/index.html
http://www.healthcare.gov/law/features/choices/young-adult-coverage/index.html


 
The Law Increases Your Access to Affordable 

Care  
 

There are thousands of new doctors 
and nurses in communities around the country  

and millions more patients getting care. 



New Community Health Centers 

The Affordable Care Act provides $11 
billion over the next 5 years for health 
centers throughout the nation 
 

• $9.5 billion  is  designated for building 
new health centers in underserved 
areas  or expanding primary care 
services at existing health centers 

 

• An additional $1.5 billion will support 
major construction and renovation 
projects at health centers nationwide 

 
• These changes will nearly double the 
19 million patients  receive treatment  
today, regardless of their insurance 
status or ability to pay 

 



Increasing support for community health centers  

• The Affordable Care Act increases the funding 

available to community health centers in all 50 

states, including the 27 existing community health 

centers in Nevada. Health centers in Nevada have 

received $4.2 million to create new health center 

sites in medically underserved areas, enable health 

centers to increase the number of patients served, 

expand preventive and primary health care 

services, and/or support major construction and 
renovation projects. 

Two Years Later: The Benefits of the ACA for 
Nevada 

http://bphc.hrsa.gov/


  Cancer screenings such as mammograms & colonoscopies 

  Vaccinations such as flu, mumps & measles 

  Blood pressure screening 

  Cholesterol screening 

  Tobacco cessation counseling and interventions 

  Birth control 

  Depression screening 

  And more… 

 

Visit www.healthcare.gov/prevention for a full list.  

 

 

The Law Increases Your Access to Affordable Care 
 

In many cases, you can get preventive services for free: 

http://www.healthcare.gov/prevention


Preventive care services are free for many Americans with 
private health insurance. For women, this includes: 
 

 Well Woman Visits 
 All FDA-approved contraception methods and 

contraceptive counseling 
 Mammograms 
 Pap smears 
 HIV and other sexually transmitted infection screening 

and counseling 
 Breastfeeding support, supplies, and counseling  
 Domestic violence screening and counseling 

 
Visit www.healthcare.gov/prevention for a full list and  
implementation dates. 
 

 

 

The Law Keeps Women Healthy 

http://www.healthcare.gov/prevention


Better Access to Care 
Affordable Insurance Exchanges 

 

State-based health insurance Exchanges will be established to provide 
families and employers/employees with the same private insurance 
choices that the President and Members of Congress have, to foster 
competition and increase consumer choice.  

 

– Must be operational by Jan. 1, 2014; Certification 

 

– Coordination between Exchange, Medicaid, and CHIP coverage 

 

– Grants for Navigators: entities that have relations with consumers 
and can provide information and facilitate enrollment 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
     
 
 

      

 
     

 
 

Consumer Protections  
These abuses used to be legal: 

 
 

“Low Health Insurance Caps 

Leave Patients Stranded” 

   -- USA Today 

“Newborn Denied Health Insurance 

Coverage   Days After Life Saving 

Heart Surgery” 

 -- ABC News 

“WellPoint Routinely Targets Breast Cancer Victims for 

Rescission” 

    -- The Huffington Post 

 Now they are banned for good. 



It is now illegal for insurance companies to: 

• Deny coverage to children because of a pre-existing 
condition like asthma and diabetes. 

• Put a lifetime cap on how much care they will pay for if 
you get sick. 

• Cancel your coverage when you get sick by finding a 
mistake on your paperwork. 

• And more… 

Consumer Protections 
The Law Stops Insurance Companies 

from Taking Advantage of You 



 
 
 There are new plans in every state for people who have been 

locked out of the insurance market because of a pre-existing 
condition like cancer or heart disease.   

 
 “When I was diagnosed, they told me I had a 60 percent 

chance of being cured. That's pretty good odds, but I was 
also terribly worried about finances. Now I don't feel like we 
can't afford the treatment."  

 
   --Gail O. in New Hampshire 

 
 
For more, visit www.PCIP.gov. 

 

Consumer Protections 
The Law Increases Your Access to Affordable Care  

 

http://www.pcip.gov/


• Over the next ten years, the law will save the average person in 
Medicare $3,500.   

 

• People with Medicare who have the highest prescription drug costs 
will save an average of $12,300. 

 

• For 2012: 

--  The average premium for prescription drug plans (Part C) went 
down. 

--  The deductible for doctors’ coverage (Part B) decreased by $22. 

--  The standard premium for doctors coverage (Part B) is $99.90 - 
$6.70 lower than projected. 

--  Average Medicare Advantage premiums are lower in 2012 than 
2011. 

  

The Law Strengthens Medicare/The Law Saves 
Money 



• Many free preventive services and a free annual wellness 
visit. 

• A 50% discount on covered brand-name medications for 
those in the prescription drug donut hole. In 2011, seniors 
saved an average of nearly $600. The donut hole will be closed 
in 2020. 

• Cracks down on fraud to protect Medicare, including tougher 
penalties for criminals. 

• Makes sure your doctors can spend  
more time with you and improve care  
coordination. 

• Improvements that extend the life 
of the Medicare Trust Fund. 

The Law Strengthens Medicare 



 

• The law protects all your guaranteed Medicare benefits. 

 

• You can continue to choose your own doctor. 

 

• Medicare costs are going down in 2012.   

 

• Seniors still have access to a strong Medicare Advantage 
program. 

 

 

 

 

The Law Strengthens Medicare 



Covering preventive services with no deductible or co-pay 

• In 2011, 230,891 people with Medicare in Nevada received free 

preventive services – such as mammograms and colonoscopies – or 

a free annual wellness visit with their doctor. And in the first seven 

months of 2012, 113,025 people with Medicare received free 

preventive services. 

 

• Because of the law, 54 million Americans with private health 

insurance gained preventive service coverage with no cost-sharing, 

including 477,000 in Nevada.   

 

• Approximately 47 million women will now have guaranteed access to 

additional preventive services without cost-sharing for policies 

including 391,181 in Nevada. 

 

Two+ Years Later: The Benefits of the ACA for 
Nevada 

http://www.healthcare.gov/prevention/index.html
http://www.healthcare.gov/prevention/index.html
http://www.healthcare.gov/prevention/index.html


Making prescription drugs affordable for seniors 

• Since the law was enacted, Nevada residents with 

Medicare have saved a total of $24,405,867 on their 

prescription drugs.  

 

• In the first seven months of 2012, 8,484 people with 

Medicare received a 50 percent discount on their 

covered brand-name prescription drugs when they hit 

the donut hole. This discount has resulted in an average 

savings of $590 per person, and a total savings of 

$5,001,871 in Nevada.  

Two+ Years Later: The Benefits of the ACA for 
Nevada 

http://www.healthcare.gov/law/features/65-older/drug-discounts/index.html
http://www.healthcare.gov/law/features/65-older/drug-discounts/index.html


• The law does not add to the deficit. According to the 
independent Congressional Budget Office,  
reform is paid for in the next 10 years. 

 

• The CBO estimates that the legislation will reduce 
federal deficits by $100+ billion the next 10 years. 

 

• And 1 trillion over the second decade.  

 

Did You Know… 



BEFORE, insurance companies spent as 
much as 40 cents of every premium dollar 
on overhead, marketing, and CEO salaries. 
 

 

TODAY, we have the new 80/20 rule: 
insurance companies must spend at least 
80 cents of your premium dollar on your 
health care or improvements to care. 
 

If they don’t, they must repay the money. 

The Law Makes Health Care More Affordable 

60% / 40% 

80% / 20% 



- As of August 1, 2012: 12.8 million 

Americans have received more than 

$1.1 billion in rebates this year. This is 

an average rebate of $151 per 

household. 

 

-For NV Average Family:  $180  

The Law Makes Health Care More Affordable - Rebates 

60% / 40% 

80% / 20% 



 

  

 

 

The Law Makes Health Care More Affordable 

“Anthem Withdraws Rate Increases” 

  -- San Francisco Chronicle 

“Blue Shield Cancels Insurance Rate 

Increase” 

    -- Los Angeles Times 

“Connecticut Rejects Insurance Rate Increase” 

     -- The New York Times 



 BEFORE, insurance companies could raise 
your premiums by double digits without 
justification. 

  
 TODAY, insurance companies must publicly 

justify their actions if they want to raise 
premiums by 10 percent or more. And 
states have more power to block them.  

The Law Makes Health Care More Affordable 



 BEFORE, small businesses paid an average of 18 percent more 
for health insurance than large companies. 

 

 TODAY, small businesses can get tax credits to help pay for 
coverage for their employees.  
 
“In 2010, we paid close to $11,000 for employees’ health  insurance.  The tax 
credit cut our costs by over $2,000.  For a small business struggling to keep 
health coverage, that makes all the difference.  We were actually considering 
dropping our insurance, but the tax credit tipped the 
balance and helped us maintain coverage.” 

  

      --Matt H. in Montana 

 

 

 

The Law Makes Health Care More Affordable 



 

 

The New Small Business Tax Credit 
 

Who qualifies? 

 Businesses and non-profits with 25 or fewer full-
time employees and average wages of $50,000 or 
less. 

   

The Law Makes Health Care More Affordable 

The Law Saves Small Businesses Money 



The Law Makes Health Care More 
Affordable 

Summary:  The Law Helps Your Family 

• Insurance companies can no longer deny coverage to 
children with pre-existing conditions. 

• An additional 2.5 million young adults have health 
insurance. 

• Millions more Americans have access to free 
preventive services. 

• Insurance companies are more accountable to 
consumers. 

• Thousands of new doctors and nurses around the 
country.  



Learn More 

www.healthcare.gov 
 

www.CuidadoDeSalud.gov  
 

Social Networks 

http://www.healthcare.gov/
http://www.cuidadodesalud.gov/


Contact Information 

Herb K. Schultz         
Regional Director, Region IX      
(415) 437-8518 
(415) 437-8500 – Main Number 
(415) 437-8502 – Direct Number 
(415) 265-7049 – Cell Phone 
Herb.Schultz@hhs.gov 

 
Steven Wiener 
Regional Outreach Specialist, Region IX 
(415) 437-8518 – Direct Number 
steven.wiener@hhs.gov 
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